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For  I  am  in  a  strait  betwixt  two,  having  a  desire  to  depart,  end  to 
be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better. 


O  man,  probably,  ever  exercifed  a  flronger  faith, 
or  a  more  affured  hope  in  Chrift,  than  the  apoftle 
Paul.  By  thefe  he  was  ferene  and  joyful  in  the 
fharpeft  trials,  and  prepared  to  meet  death  with  un- 
daunted courage.  When  he  wrote  this  epiftle  to 
the  Philippian  church,  he  had  arrived  near  the  clofe 
of  his  life  and  miniftry ; — a  life  Angularly  devoted 
to  the  fervice  of  Chrift ; — a  miniftry  marked  with 
ftgnal  labor,  fuccefs  and  fuftering. 

In  our  text  and  context,  he  exprefles  a  conflict, 
which  he  experienced  in  his  mind,  between  a  defire 
to  live  longer  on  earth,  for  the  fake  of  promoting 
the  falvation  of  men,  and  a  defire  to  depart,  that  he 
might  be  with  Chrift.  "  Chrift  mail  be  magnified 
in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death.  For 
to  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain.  Yet  what 
1  mail  choofe  I  wot  not.  For  I  am  in  a  ftrait  betwixt 
two,  having  a  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift, 
which  is  far  better.  Neverthelefs,  to  abide  in  the 
flefh  is  more  needful  for  you." 

What  a  defirable  ftate  of  mind  !  An  ardent  long- 
ing to  go  and  dwell  with  his  beloved  and  glorified 
Savior ;  and  yet,  fuch  fervent  benevolence  to  the 
fouls  of  men,  as  to  be  held  in  doubt  what  choice  to 
make  !     We  hear  nothing  of  the  fear  of  death.     No 
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{blinking  from  a  view  of  the  dark  valley.  No  dill 
treffing  doubts  and  trembling  fears.  No  reluctance 
to  part  with  temporal  interefts  and  pleafures.  But 
his  mind  is  wholly  occupied  by  a  view  of  the  excel- 
lent glory  of  Chrift,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  infi- 
nite value  of  perifhing  fouls,  on  the  other.  To  what 
a  ftate  of  holy  elevation  was  the  mind  of  the  apoftle 
raifed  !  The  conflict  was  not,  as  fome  imagine,  be- 
tween felfifhnefs  and  benevolence,  unlefs  a  man  may 
be  felfifti  in  the  exercife  of  fuch  love  to  Chrift,  as 
ftrongly  to  defire  to  be  perfectly  like  him,  and  to 
enjoy  the  holy  felicities  of  heaven. 

It  is  not  intended  to  bring  to  your  view  all  the 
important  ideas  fuggefted  in  the  paflage  before  us. 
But  it  exhibits  two  leading  truths,  adapted  to  the 
prefent  folemn  occafion,  which  you  are  requefted  fe- 
rioufly  to  confider.    . 

I.  That  when  chriftians  leave  the  world,  they  go 
immediately  to  dwell  with  Chrift. 

And  II.  That  to  dwell  with  Chrift,  is  incompar- 
ably better  than  to  remain  on  the  earth. 

To  illuftrate,  confirm  and  apply  thefe  proportions, 
is  my  defign  in  the  prefent  difcourfe. 

I.  When  chriftians  leave  the  world,  they  go  im- 
mediatelv  to  dwell  with  Chrift. 

We  depend  on  the  teftimony  of  God  in  his  word, 
for  evidence  of  the  immortality  of  the  human  foul. 
The  inquiries  of  the  moil  able  heathen  philofophers 
on  this  fubjecl:,  refulted  in  uncertainty  and  doubt. 
In  all  refearches  of  this  nature,  without  the  light  of 
revelation,  the  mind  of  man,  however  vigorous  its 
powers,  and  however  clofely  applied,  is  bewildered 
and  loft. 

But  fome,  who  admit  the  truth  and  authority  of 
divine  revelation,  believe,  that,  at  death,  the  foul 
lofes  all  its  activity  and  intelligence,  and  has  no  more 
confcious  exiftence,  until  reunited  to  the  body,  at 
the  refurreclion. 
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Though  this  fuppofed  ceffation  of  the  faculties  of 
the  foul  may  feem  to  be  indicated  by  certain  phe- 
nomena in  the  vifible  operations  of  nature,  the  idea 
has  no  fupport  from  the  word  of  truth.  But  on 
the  contrary,  there  are  feveral  paffages  of  fcripture, 
which  clearly  convey  the  more  pleafing  idea,  that 
the  foul,  on  leaving  the  body,  retains  all  its  faculties 
and  powers,  and  immediately  enters  a  ftate  of  exift- 
ence,  where,  freed  from  the  clogs  of  clay,  thefe  fa- 
culties and  powers  are  greatly  enlarged,  and  exerted 
in  a  far  more  perfect  manner.  The  bible  warrants 
the  belief?  that  the  foul  of  the  true  believer,  at  death, 
immediately  paifes  into  a  ftate  of  perfect  purity  and 
bleflednefs,  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift ;  and  that  the 
foul  of  the  unpardoned  finner,  at  death,  immediately 
pafTes  to  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  all  good,  and  of 
pofitive,  hopelefs,  endlefs  mifery. 

Of  the  manner  of  exiftence  in  the  intermediate 
ftate,  between  death  and  the  refurrection,  we  know 
but  little.  God  has  feen  fit  to  cover  that  fpace  with 
clouds  of  thick  darknefs.  Though  an  eager  curiofity, 
in  a  matter  fo  interefting  to  ourfelves,  may  defire 
more  particular  information ;  yet  we  ought  to  be 
fatisfied  with  what  unerring  wifdom  has  condefcend- 
ed  to  give  us.  If  we  know  that  thofe  fouls,  which 
leave  the  body,  without  a  fpiritual  union  to  the 
Lord  Jefus,  are  immediately  fent  to  a  place  of  end- 
lefs punifhment,  the  awful  truth  ought  to  awaken 
every  unpardoned  finner  from  his  guilty  {lumbers, 
and  conftrain  him,  without  a  moment's  delay,  to 
flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  And  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  divinely  affured,  that  the  real  chriftian 
no  fooner  pafles  the  boundary  of  his  mortal  life, 
than  he  enters  a  ftate  of  reft  and  glory,  in  the  pre- 
fence of  his  beloved  Savior,  the  precious  truth  fhould 
excite  his  gratitude,  and  fatisfy  his  mind,  though, 
for  the  prefent,  he  remains  in  darknefs  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  of  exiftence. 


Of  this  precious  truth  we  are  divinely  affured. 

This  affurance  is  given  in  our  text.  It  is  certain, 
that  Paul  expected,  at  his  death,  to  be  immediately 
with  Chrift  :  otherwife,  he  would  not  have  had  fuch 
a  defire  to  depart,  or  have  been  fo  ftraitened  in  his 
choice.  It  is  certain  too,  that  he  expected  to  be  in 
a  ftate  of  actual  and  high  enjoyment :  otherwife,  he 
would  not  have  confidered  it  far  better  to  depart, 
than  to  abide  in  that  fervice  of  winning  fouls  to 
Chrift,  in  which  his  benevolent  heart  found  fo  much 
delight.  We  therefore  infer,  that,  either  the  fpirit  of 
Paul  would  go  to  be  bleiTed  with  Chrift,  on  its  leav- 
ing his  body,  or  elfe  the  apoftle  was  under  a  ftrong  de- 
lufion.  Was  he,  then,  thus  deluded  on  this  interesting 
fubject.?  The  fuppofition  would  involve  a  denial, 
that  he  wrote  this  epiftle  as  he  was  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  The  infpiration  of  the  fcriptures  would 
be  involved  in  the  fame  denial;  and  thus  the  foun- 
dation of  our  faith  and  hope  would  be  deftroyed. 
Does  not  the  text,  then,  afford  an  irrefragable  proof, 
that  when  chriftians  leave  the  world,  they  go  imme- 
diately to  dwell  with  Chrift  ? 

Paul,  in  another  epiftle,*  expreffes  the  fame  truth 
in  the  moil  explicit  terms.  "  We  are  always  confi- 
dent, knowing,  that  whilft  we  are  at  home  in  the 
body,  we.  are  abfent  from  the  Lord.  We  are  confi- 
dent, I  fay,  and  willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the 
body,  and  to  be  prefent  with  the  Lord."  The  pro- 
pofition  before  us  is  proved  from  this  paffage,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  from  our  text. 

An  evidence  no  lefs  conclufive  is  found  in  the  de- 
claration of  our  Lord  to  the  penitent  thief,  f  "  To 
day  fhalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradife."  The  dying 
malefactor  muft  have  received  the  idea,  that,  as  foon 
as  he  expired,  he  would  be  received  to  a  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs  with  his  expiring  Savior.     If,  then,  the  Savior 

*  %  Cor.  v.  6,  8.  f  Luke  xxiii.  43. 


knew,  that  this  would  not  take  place,  until  the  end 
of  the  world,  he  deceived,  and  intended  to  deceive, 
the  believing  penitent.  But  as  this  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted, the  conclufion  feems  invincible,  that  the  de- 
parting ipirit  of  the  malefactor  did  pafs  immediately 
to  a  ltate  of  bleffednefs  with  Chrift. 

The  fentiment  before  us  is  confirmed  by  feveral 
other  paffages  of  fcripture.  But  as  thefe  are  thought 
to  be  fufficient,  I  fliall  not  purfue  the  argument. 

Neither  fhall  I  confume  your  time  with  fanciful 
conjectures  refpecting  the  place  where  Chrift  and 
departed  believers  dwell.  As  his  material  body, — 
the  very  fame,  which  hung  on  the  crofs  and  flept  in 
the  tomb,  was  raifed  and  exalted  to  paradife ;  and 
as  believers  will  be  in  his  bodily  prefence,  their 
dwelling  muft  be  in  fome  place.  In  what  part  of 
the  univerfe  that  place  is,  and  what  the  particular 
circumftances  of  the  refidence,  we  are  not  now  per- 
mitted to  know.  But  if  true  believers,  we  fhall  foon 
fee  thofe  heavenly  things  as  clearly  as  we  are  feen, 
and  know  them  even  as  we  are  known. 

II.  The  propofition  next  to  be  coniidered,  is, 
That  to  dwell  with  Chrift,  is  incomparably  better 
than  to  remain  on  the  earth. 

The  phrafe  employed  by  our  tranflators,  is,  far 
better.  Though  this  rendering  is  as  juft  as  the  idiom 
of  our  language  will  admit,  it  falls  fhort  of  the  full 
force  of  the  apoftle's  exprefiion.  He  ufes  a  double 
comparative,  far  more  better.  It  imports  the  higheft 
poflible  fuperlative.:  as  when  he  fays  of  Chrift,  that 
he  was  made  higher  than  the  higheji  ;  and  of  himfelf, 
that  he  was  lefs  than  the  leaji  of  all  faints.  So  to 
dwell  with  Chrift,  in  his  celeftial  kingdom,  is  better 
than  the  be/2  ;  that  is,  the  greateft  poflible  good. 

Correfponding  with  this  meaning  of  the  apoftle, 
his  deiire  to  depart  is  expreffed  in  terms  of  the  high- 
eft  import,  which  our  tranflation  does  not  reach. 
The  word  he  employs  exprefles  the  utmoft  vehemence 
of  defire. 
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I  fhall  now  undertake  to  fhow,  agreeably  to  the 
import  of  the  text,  wherein  it  is  incomparably  better 
to  dwell  with  Chrift,  than  to  remain  on  the  earth. 

I.  Departed  faints  are  entirely  and  forever  free 
from  the  evils  of  the  prefent  world. 

In  this  imperfect,  ftate,  the  chriftian  is  encompaffed 
with  infirmities,  defiled  with  fin,  affailed  by  tempta- 
tion, and  often  diftreffed  with  many  forrows.  He 
has  a  race  to  run,  a  battle  to  fight,  a  victory  to 
achieve.  His  march  is  through  a  foreign  land, 
where  enemies,  more  numerous,  more  fubtle,  more 
powerful,  and  more  perfevering  than  he,  difpute  his 
paffage.  To  refill:  and  overcome  them,  he  mull  keep 
on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  maintain  an  in- 
ceifant  conflict.  The  world  fpreads  its  fnares  for  his 
feet.  Indwelling  fin  diflurbs  his  peace,  pollutes  his 
affections,  weighs  down  his  fpirit,  and  mars  his  en- 
joyments ;  while  the  wily  adverfary  wounds  him 
with  his  fiery  darts.  Sometimes  his  mind  is  envel- 
oped with  darknefs,  and  diftreffed  with  fear,  and  he 
goes  mourning  all  the  day. 

Befides  all  his  fpiritual  troubles,  he  is  often  fub- 
jected  to  privations  and  wants,  to  difappointment 
and  vexation  in  his  temporal  affairs,  to  the  lofs  of 
friends  dear  as  his  life,  to  bodily  ficknefs  and  pain, 
and  to  reproach  and  fuffering  for  righteoufnefs  fake. 
He  meets,  in  his  militant  courfe,  with  trials  unnum- 
bered and  unnamed. 

But  "  there  remaineth  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God." 
Reft  from  the  diforder  and  tumult  of  finful  paflions ; 
— reft  from  the  accufations  of  a  guilty  confcience ; — 
reft  from  the  conflicts  with  the  wrorld,  the  flefh,  and 
the  devil ; — reft  from  the  fear  of  death,  and  the  ter- 
rors of  divine  wrath  ; — reft  in  a  fweet  and  holy  com- 
munion with  their  God  and  Savior. 

How  great  and  happy  the  tranfition  !  To  put  off, 
at  once,  this  burden  of  fin, — this  body  of  death, — 
this  labor  and  toil, — thefe  conflicts  and  forrows,  and 


go  to  dwell  with  Chrift,  in  thofe  manfions  he  has 
prepared  for  his  friends !  In  thofe  holy  manfions, 
there  is  nothing  that  defileth  and  maketh  a  lie  ;— 
nothing  to  difturb  the  peace,  enflave  the  mind,  or 
mar  the  felicity,  of  the  celeftial  relident.  Every  ob- 
ftacle,  which  here  impedes  the  progrefs  of  the  foul 
in  knowledge  and  holinefs,  is  there  removed.  No 
perplexing  cares,  or  diftracling  pains,  require  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  its  operations.  No  difappointed  plans 
and  blafted  hopes  deprefs  the  mind.  How  animat- 
ing to  the  weary  pilgrim,  while  purfuing  his  way- 
through  this  wildernefs,  is  the  profpecl  of  an  entire 
freedom  from  the  entanglements  of  the  world,  the 
luft  of  the  flefh,  the  corrofion  of  guilt,  and  the  at- 
tacks of  Satan  I  The  bitter  ingredients  here  ming- 
led in  his  cup,  prepare  him  to  drink,  with  a  higher 
relifh,  of  his  cup  of  joy, 

II.  To  go  and  dwell  with  Chrift  is  incomparably 
better  than  to  remain  on  the  earth,  becaufe  there  the 
chriftian  beholds  the  glory  of  Chrift,  in  a  manner 
and  degree  far  above  our  prefent  conceptions. 

The  Son  of  God  is  "  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's 
glory ,"  and  the  light  of  heaven.  God,  the  Infinite 
Spirit,  probably,  never  was,  and  never  can  be,  feen, 
by  any  created  being,  except  as  he  is  manifefted 
through  the  incarnation  of  the  Son,  in  whom  "dwell- 
eth  all  the  fulnels  of  the  Godhead  bodily." 

A  view  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  conftitutes  the  bea- 
tific vifion.  "Father,  I  will  that  they  be  with  me 
where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which 
thou  haft  given  me." 

Here  that  sdorv  is  hid  within  the  vail.  Believers, 
in  this  world,  are  not  admitted  into  the  Moft  Holy 
Place.  But  their  High  Prieft  has  entered  for  them, 
and  they  are  foon  to  follow. 

The  prophet  I  fa  i  ah  once  had  a  virion  of  Chrift  in 
the  Holy  of  Holies,  fitting  upon  a  glorious  throne, 
high  and  lifted  up,  his  train  filling  the  temple.     He 
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law  the  cherubim,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  holy 
angels,  en compa fling  the  throne,  and  heard  them  cry 
one  to  another  in  folemn  refponfes,  faying,  "  Holy, 
holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  the  whole  earth  is* 
full  of  his  glory." 

This  vifion  was  defigned  to  give  us  an  idea,  though 
very  obfcure  and  defective,  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  in 
heaven  y — of  what  the  fpirits  of  departed  faints  be- 
hold in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.     They  fee  the 
perfon  of  the  great  Redeemer.     They  behold,  with 
reverence  and  ineffable  delight,  the  glory  of  the  in- 
carnation,— of  that  ftupendous  myftery,  God  mani- 
feft  in  the  flefh.     In  this  world,  a  view  of  the  un- 
veiled glory  of  Chrift  would  be  infuppor table.    When 
Ifaiah  faw  only  the  fymbols  of  this  glory,  the  vifion 
filled  him  with  fear  and  amazement.     And  when  the 
queen  of  Sheba  beheld  but  a  dim  type  of  the  glorified 
Savior,  fhe  was  fo  overpowered  by  the  fight,  that 
w  there  was  no  more  fpirit  in  her."     The  difcoveries5 
which  Chrift  makes  of  himfelf  to  his  people  in  the 
flefh,  are  mercifully  adapted  to  their  weaknefs.     He 
gives  them  views  of  his  divine  glory,  and  foretaftes 
of  heavenly  enjoyment,  which  exceed,  beyond  com- 
parifon,  the  higheft  pleafures  of  mere  fenfe  and  rea- 
fon.     Thefe  views  and  foretaftes  excite  an  ardent 
defire  to  be  with  him,  where  they  will  be  fitted  to 
behold,  without  difmay,  the  full  fplendor  of  his  glo- 
ry, and  to  enjoy,  without  end,  the  unmingled  de- 
lights of  his  prefence. 

III.  Thole,  who  have  gone  to  be  with  Chrift,  not 
only  behold  his  glory,  without  a  veil,  but  are  ad- 
mitted to  fuch  a  connexion  with  him,  as  to  be  joint 
partakers  of  the  glory. 

This  connexion  is  reprefented  in  the  bible  by  fome 
of  the  ftrongeft  metaphors  in  nature  ;  as  the  union 
between  the  vine  and  the  branches,  between  the 
bridegroom  and  the  bride,  between  the  head  and  the 
member.     Chrift  and  believers  are  faid  to  be  one. 
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By  a  moft  ftriking  figure,  they  are  laid  to  be  his  Jlejh 
and  his  bones.  Words  cannot  more  fully  exprefs 
the  intimacy  and  ftrength  of  this  union.  Though 
unbelief  may  fneer,  to  every  true  chriftian,  this 
union  is  a  bleffed  reality.  It  is  begun  in  this  world; 
but  the  confummation  is  referved  for  a  more  perfect 
ftate. 

From  fuch  a  connexion  with  Chrift  it  refults,  that 
believers  will  fhare  in  bis  honor  and  bleffednefs.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  fays  to  the  Father,  "  The  glory,  which 
thou  gaveft  me,  I  have  given  them,  that  they  may 
be  one  in  us."  Thus,  by  virtue  of  their  union  with 
Chrift,  they  are  admitted  to  a  familiar  and  moft  blef- 
fed  intercourfe  with  God  the  Father.  Jehovah  is 
his  Father  and  their  Father,  his  God  and  their  God. 
Being  children  by  a  new  and  fpiritual  birth,  they 
are  "  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift." 

Aftonifhing  myftery  of  grace !  It  is  the  admira- 
tion of  angels,  that,  by  the  death  of  the  crofs,  any 
of  the  guilty  race  of  men  are  redeemed  from  hell 
With  what  wonder,  then,  muft  they  gaze,  to  fee 
thefe  redeemed  finners  exalted,  as  joint  heirs  with 
the  Son  of  God,  to  all  the  glory  and  felicity  of  the 
heavenly  kingdom  !  To  fee  them  raifed  from  the 
"  horrible  pit  and  the  miry  clay"  to  celeftial  thrones, 
with  crowns  of  glory  on  their  heads,  and  unwither- 
ing  palms  in  their  hands,  reigning  kings  and  priefts 
unto  God ! 

Such  are  the  effects  of  the  believer's  union  with 
Chrift. 

IV.  Departed  faints,  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
have  a  minute  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
work  of  redemption,  and,  in  particular,  of  the  affairs 
that  relate  to  Zion  on  earth. 

As  Chrift  is  exalted  head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  and  believers  are  exalted  and  reign  with 
him,  we  muft  conclude,  that  when  they  go  to  be 
where  he  is,  to  be  joint  partakers  of  all  his  honors 
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and  joys,  they  will  have  a  particular  acquaintance 
with  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  grace.  Other-, 
wife,  how  can  they.be  faid  to  reign  with  him  ?  And 
how  can  they  participate  in  his  honor  and  felicity, 
without  a  knowledge  of  that  kingdom,  from  which 
his  honor  and  felicity,  as  Mediator,  are  derived  ? 

Did  chriftians,  when  they  leave  the  world,  ceafe 
to  have  any  further  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the 
church  on  earth,  the  profperity  of  that  kingdom  in 
which  they  have  felt  fo  deeply  interefted,  and  have 
taken  fo  active  a  part,  their  departure  might  be  a 
fource  of  regret.  But  it  is  fuited  to  alleviate  the  pain 
of  feparation,  to  coniider,  that,  as  they  quit  thefe 
earthly  tabernacles,  and  afcend  to  the  habitation  of 
their  Lord,  they  leave  their  ignorance,  and  the  caufes 
of  it,  behind,  and  receive  cor  reel  and  full  informa- 
tion of  every  thing  relating  to  the  welfare  of  Zion. 

In  what  way  their  knowledge  is  obtained,  it  is  not 
important  for  us  to  know.  But  it  may  be  coniider* 
ed,  that  as  the  holy  angels  are  miniftering  fpirits  to 
the  heirs  of  falvation,  and  are  employed  by  Chrift  in 
every  part  of  his  kingdom  ;  while  they  are  continu- 
ally afcending  and  defcending  on  this  great  bufinefs, 
they  may  convey  the  fulleft  intelligence  relating  to 
every  individual  and  circumftance  on  earth. 

While  the  glorified  faints  thus  fee  the  purpofes  of 
divine  wifdom  unfolded,  in  the  various  ways  and 
means  of  overthrowing  the  kingdom  of  fatan,  and 
fpreading  the  triumphs  of  the  crofs,  new  fources  of 
happinefs  are  perpetually  opening  before  them.  If 
there  is  joy  in  heaven  when  one  linner  repents,  how 
mud  the  faints  rejoice,  to  witnefs  the  converfion  of 
thoufands,  and  view  the  riling  glories  of  the  millen- 
nial day  !  What  muft  have  been  the  joy  of  Mofes 
and  the  ancient  faints,  at  the  opening  of  the  gofpel 
difpenfation,  and  the  fpread  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  among  the  nations  !  How  will  it  delight  the 
heart  of  Abraham,  to  fee  his  long  rejected  feed  re-. 
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turning  to  their  Mefliah,  and  again  enjoying  the 
root  and  fatnefs  of  the  good  olive  tree  ! 

We  feel  a  veneration  for  the  ancients,  who  walk- 
ed with  God.  How  would  it  affect  our  minds,  to 
know  that  the  partriarchs,  prophets  and  apoftles, 
were  fpectators  of  all  our  conduct  !  We  cherifh 
with  affectionate  regard,  the  memory  of  departed 
friends.  It  may  have  a  ufeful  influence  upon  us,  to 
confider,  that,  if  they  be  with  Chrift,  they  are  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  all  our  circumftances,  and 
feel  a  deeper  intereft  than  ever  in  our  fpiritual  wel- 
fare. 

The  fubject,  that  has  engaged  your  attention,  fug- 
gefts  a  number  of  ferious  and  folemn  reflections. 

i.  Itleads  us  to  confider  how  great  a  thing  it  is 
to  be  a  real  chrift ian. 

The  "  many  great  and  precious  promifes"  of  the 
new  covenant,  are  made  to  none  but  thofe,  who  are 
chriftians,  not  in  name  only,  "  but  in  deed  and  in 
truth." 

A  man  may  receive  his  birth  and  education  in  a 
chriftian  land ;  he  may  be  born  of  pious  parents, 
and  be  baptifed  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity  ;  he  may 
be  well  inftructed  in  the  truths  and  duties  of  religion, 
and  afient  to  the  diftinguifhing  doctrines  of  chrif- 
tianity  ;  he  may  belong  to  the  vifible  church  ;  may 
be  regular  and  moral  in  his  life ;  may  even  fuppofe 
himfelf  "  born  of  the  Spirit,"  and  be  ftrictly  atten- 
tive to  the  outward  inftitutions  and  duties  of  reli- 
gion ; — but  all  this  will  not  conflitute  him  a  real 
chriftian. 

The  real  chriftian  believes  the  gofpel  "  with  his 
heart,"  has  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  is  "  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  his  mind"  into  the  image  of  Chrift, 
and  habitually  walks  in  his  fteps.  By  a  fpiritual  re- 
generation, his  heart,  the  fource  of  all  his  moral  ac- 
tions, is  fanctified.  The  renovating  influence  per- 
vades the  whole  man,  giving  a  fpiritual  difcernment 
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to  the  underftanding,  controuiing  the  decifions  of 
the  will,  and  confecrating  the  members,  organs  and 
fenfes  of  the  body  "  as  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs 
unto  God."  Being  "born  of  God,"  he  is  "a  joint 
heir  with  Chrift,"  and,  as  foon  as  his  minority  in 
this  world  clofes,  he  goes  to  receive  the  inheritance. 

If  it  is  a  great  thing,  to  be  entirely  and  forever 
freed  from  the  evils  of  this  life  ;  to  dwell  with  Chrift 
fo  as  to  behold  his  glory  in  a  manner  and  degree  far 
furpafling  our  prefent  conceptions ;  to  be  admitted 
into  fo  intimate  a  connexion  with  him  as  to  be  par- 
takers of  his  honor  and  bleffednefs ;  to  have  a  minute 
and  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the  work  of  re- 
demption, and  thus  reign  with  him  in  his  kingdom  ; 
then,  furely  it  is  a  great  thing  to  be  a  real  chriftian. 

And  what  a  difplay  of  grace  is  made,  in  taking  a 
polluted,  condemned,  ruined  finner  from  the  "  hor- 
rible pit,"  and  exalting  him  to  the  poffeflion  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ! 

2,  Our  fubject  leads  us  to  reflect,  on  the  immenfe 
difference  between  the  ftate  of  the  chriftian  and  of 
the  unpardoned  finner,  in  the  future  world. 

Death  clofes  the  fcenes  of  probation.  To  the 
chriftian,  it  is  the  hour  of  his  releafe  from  the  fins 
and  forrows  of  his  militant  ftate  ; — the  hour  of  his 
tranfition  from  watchings  and  fightings  to  perfect 
reft,  in  the  prefence  of  his  beloved  and  adored  Savior. 
His  fpirit,  enlarged  and  purified,  is  borne  by  exult- 
ing angels  to  a  region  of  ineffable  light  and  joy. 
There  he  joins  the  noble  army  of  patriarchs,  pro- 
phets, apoftles  and  martyrs,  who  "  have  wafhed  their 
robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,"  and  mingles  his  notes  of  praife  with  theirs. 
And  it  is  the  heaven  of  heaven,  that  the  endlefs  lapfe 
of  ages  will  bring  a  perpetual  increafe  of  felicity. 

Not  fo  with  the  unpardoned  finner. 

Death  is  the  extinction  of  his  hopes  and  his  joys. 
Faft  as  he  clings  .to  life,  his  hold  is  forcibly  broken, 
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lie  is  torn  from  every  object  he  loves,  and  hurried., 
as  a  prifoner  of  juftice,  to  a  place  of  miferable  con- 
finement, to  await  the  hopelefs  trial  of  the  great  day. 
In  the  dark  region  to  which  he  is  driven,  he  finds 
not  a  particle  of  comfort, — no,  not  fo  much  as  a  drop 
of  water  to  cool  his  tongue.  And  the  moil  intole- 
rable circumftance  of  his  condition  is,  that  it  will 
never  be  altered  for  the  better  ;  but  the  endlefs  lapfe 
of  ages  will  bring  a  perpetual  increafe  of  wo.  Be- 
tween him  and  the  manfions  of  the  bleffed  is  a  great 
gulph,  and  that  gulph,  our  Lord  allures  us,  is  impaf- 
fable  and  fixed* 

"  O,  that  men  were  wife,  that  they  underftood 
this,  that  they  would  confider  their  latter  end." 

3.  Our  fubjecl:  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  impart 
comfort  to  thofe,  who  mourn  the  lofs  of  chriftian 
friends. 

Our  friends  in  Chrift  are  defervediy  the  moil  dear 
to  our  hearts.  It  is  right  to  efteem  them  more  high- 
!y  than  others,  and  to  love  them  more  fervently^ 
both  becaufe  they  are  really  more  excellent,  and  be- 
eaufe  they  belong  to  Chrift.  On  this  account,  their 
removal  is  a  greater  lofs  than  the  removal  of  others,, 
and  more  deeply  to  be  lamented. 

But  the  lofs  is  attended  with  confiderations,  that 
are  fuited  to  alTuage  the  bitternefs  of  grief.  Though 
removed  from  us,  they  are  gone  "  to  be  with  Chrift., 
which  is  far  better." 

The  fubjecl,  in  this  viewy  may  be  applied,  with  all 
its  confolations,  on  the  prefent  folemn  occafion. 

Our  dear  departed  friend,*  whofe  remains  we  are 
about  to  commit  to  the  grave,  was,  we  believe,  a 

*  Mrs.  Hannah  Crewe)],  daughter  of  Mr.  William  and  Mr:-.  Sarah  Frost, 
was  born  in  Andover,  Mass.  March  29,  1791. 

She  was  hopefully  born  again,  while  instructing  a  school  in  Northwood, 
N.  H.  This  work  of  re n swing  grace  was  effected  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  Rev.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  whom  she  ever  spoke  affectionately  as  her 
spiritual  father.  On  her  return  to  her  parents,  she  was  received  into  the 
North  Church  in  Andover,  being  then  17  rears  of  age,  Sv=;  was 
Aug.  £9,  18-14;  and  died,  Dec.  11.  1818. 
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real  chriftian.  She  profeffed  to  be  a  followed  ot 
Chrift,  and  thofe,  who  knew  her  belt,  bear  teftimony, 
that  fhe  adorned  her  profeffion  by  difpolitions  and 
habits  becoming  the  gofpel.  To  an  amiable  temper 
and  deportment,  to  a  mind  intelligent  and  well  cul- 
tivated, to  a  life  of  integrity  and  ufefulnefs,  fhe  ad- 
ded that  meeknefs  and  humility,  that  ferious  piety 
and  habitual  devotednefs  to  God,  which  give  true 
elevation  and  dignity  to  character. 

But  Ifhall  not  be  expected,  on  this  occafion,  were 
it  in  my  power,  to  bring  before  you  all  the  excellent 
qualities  of  our  departed  filler.  To  you,  who  have 
been  favoured  with  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  her,  this  is  unneceffary. 

To  pious  furviving  friends,  it  muft  afford  a  rich 
confolation,  that  as  fhe  had  lived,  fo  fhe  died,  in 
peace  with  God  and  man.  The  faithful  Savior  in 
whom  fhe  trufted,  did  not  forfake  her  in  the  trying 
hour.  In  the  full  poffeffion  of  her  reafon,  and  with 
the  profpect  of  immediate  diffolution,  fhe  calmly 
committed  her  foul  to  Chrift,  and  waited  with  defire 
the  moment  of  departure.  As  the  time  drew  near, 
fhe  felt  more  ftrongly  the  attractions  of  divine  love, 
and  you,  who  witneffed  the  tender  fcene,faw  the  in- 
fluence of  that  celeftial  grace,  in  the  fweet  ferenity 
of  her  countenance,  and  the  affectionate  and  pious 
manner  in  which  fhe  uttered  her  dying  words. 

To  you,  dear  brother,  would  we  more  efpecially 
apply  the  confolations  of  this  fubject. 

Though  your  lofs  is  fevere,  and  you  feel  the  chaf- 
tening  rod  of  the  Almighty,  yet,  in  the  nridft  of  for- 
row,  have  you  not  abundant  reafon  for  grateful  joy  ? 
Do  you  not  fee  the  hand  of  a  kind  and  tender  Fa- 
ther ?  Did  you  not  receive  favor  of  the  Lord,  in 
obtaining  a  companion  of  your  youth,  fo  amiable,  fo 
virtuous,  fo  good  ?  Was  it  not  kindnefs  to  fpare 
her  life  fo  long  ?  And  though  for  wife  and  holy 
endsj  he  has  taken  her  from  you  in  early  life,  is  it 


not  an  unfpeakable  favor,  that  her  death  was  fo 
tranquil  and  happy,  and  that  you  have  fo  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  fhe  is  gone  to  be  with  Chrift  ? 

The  influence  of  divine  grace  does  not  produce  a 
floical  infenfibility.  Religion  does  not  deftroy  the 
tender  fympathies  of  our  nature,  but  exalts  and  fanc- 
tifies  them.  Jefus  wept  at  the  grave  of  a  beloved 
friend. 

But  though  you  mourn,  yet,  as  a  chriftian,  and  as 
a  chriftian  minifter,  you  mourn,  we  truft,  with  that 
fubmiflion,  which  the  gofpel  requires,  and  which  you 
have  fo  often  enjoined  upon  others  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances.  You  mourn  not  as  one  who  has  no  hope. 
Let  the  hope,  that  your  beloved  partner  is  now  per- 
fectly bleffed  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  animate  you 
in  your  chriftian  courfe.  Soon  will  your  labors  and 
trials  be  clofed,  and,  if  you  be  Chrift's,  you  will  meet 
with  that  happy  fpirit  in  the  heavenly  manfions. 

Your  dear  little  daughter,  deprived  thus  in  her 
infancy  of  an  affectionate  and  faithful  mother,  knows 
not  her  lofs.  Upon  your  arms  fhe  is  caft,  and  to 
your  heart  fhe  muft  be  united  by  ties,  that  are  ftreng- 
thened  by  bereavement. 

May  her  life  be  long  fpared,  and  you  find  in  her  all 
that  a  chriftian  parent  can  defire  in  a  beloved  child. 

To  the  bereaved  parents,  brothers  and  fitters,  and 
other  relations  and  friends,  we  would  tender  the  beft 
fympathy  of  our  hearts,  and  devoutly  pray,  that  they 
may  fo  improve  the  event,  as  to  find  it  good  to  be 
thus  afflicted.  If  it  bring  them  near  to  God,  wean 
them  from  the  world  and  fit  them,  through  grace 
to  dwell  with  Chrift,  they  will  blefs  the  Lord  for  the 
correction,  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  meeting  their 
departed  friend,  where  they  will  no  more  experience 
the  pain  of  ieparation. 

To  the  members  of  this  church  and  parifli,  the  oc- 
cafion  is  impreflive  and  monitory.  Mrs.  Crowell  is 
no  more  to  meet  you  in  this  houfe  of  prayer,  or  to 
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fit  with  you  at  the  table  of  the  Lord.  No  longer 
will  you  enjoy  her  fociety,  her  examples  or  her  pray- 
ers. You  have  come  to  bid  a  final  adieu,  and  to 
commit  her  earthly  part  to  the  faithful  tomb.  There 
may  it  reft  undifturbed,  until  the  laft  trumpet  mail 
awake  the  flumbering  duft  to  a  glorious  immortal- 
ly 

The  folemnities  of  this  day,  my  brethren,  call  upon 

you  to  arife  and  trim  your  lamps  ; — to  watch  unto 
prayer,  that  you  may  be  ready  for  the  fummons, 
"  Behold  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to  meet 
him." 

The  little  band  of  praying  fitters  muft  fenfibly  feel 
the  ftroke,  which  has  made  a  breach  in  their  fociety. 
It  deeply  affects  your  hearts,  to  confider,  that  you 
will  no  more,  on  earth,  hold  fweet  converfe  with  that 
dear  fitter  in  Chrift,  or  hear  the  voice  of  her  fuppli- 
cation.  But  if  your  fouls  be  animated  with  that 
hope,  which  fupported  hers  in  the  moft  trying  hour, 
you  have  the  joyous  anticipation  of  foon  mingling 
your  notes  with  hers,  in  anthems  of  praife,  around 
the  Redeemer's  throne. 

May  the  bereavement  quicken  you  to  greater  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  in  your  Matter's  fervice,  and  in- 
creafe  the  fervor  of  your  prayers. 

The  occafion  fpeaks  in  the  language  of  inftruction 
and  warning  to  this  whole  affembly. 

Behold  there  the  condition  in  which  you  muft  all 
fhortly  lie.  Look  at  thofe  habiliments  of  death,  and 
fay  what  is  your  life  ?  There  lies  the  lifelefs  remains 
of  one  cut  down  in  the  midft  of  her  days,  who  lately 
had  the  profpecl:  of  living  as  long,  and  of  enjoying 
life  as  much,  as  you  have  to  day.  But  the  fummons, 
which  called  her  away,  could  not  be  refilled.  "  There 
is  no  man  that  hath  power  over  the  fpirit,  to  retain 
the  fpirit ;  neither  hath  he  power  in  the  day  of  death  j 
and  there  is  no  difcharge  in  that  war.'5 
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You  too,  my  friends,  muft  die.  And  would  you 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  go  to  dwell  with 
Chrift  ?  Then  prepare  for  that  place  of  purity  and 
bleffednefs,  by  repentance  and  holy  obedience.  Soon 
will  the  charms  and  delufions  of  the  world  vanifh, 
like  the  phantoms  of  a  dream  when  one  awakes. 
Soon  will  the  purfuit  of  earthly  happinefs,  in  which 
you  are  engrofled,  be  at  an  end,  and  the  joys  of 
heaven,  or  the  torments  of  hell,  be  the  portion  of 
every  foul  in  this  aflembly. 


END. 
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